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ADVERTISEMENT. 

• ' ' 

W ithout acceding to the JlrangcconjeHurts concerning 
the origin ofthename and office of CONSTABLE* 
in zdliick fome writers oj no mean authority have indulged 
their Fancy, we. are willing to admit, that he is, or may be, a 
Very useful member of the cominiiruty : And mcjl JUSTI¬ 
CES OF THE PEACE are ready to acknowledge , that 
much of theirfuccejs in carrying the Laws into execution 
depends on the ability, difcretion, and aElivity of their 
fubordinate' officers. When thefe qualities are wanting on 
tfit part of the Conftable, the bejl exertions of the Magif- 
ftrale will oftentimes rmfcarry, and the purpofes 'of the 

biofi wkdefome laws w.iU he. defeated .—«- -It wmddbe of 

Jingular advantage to the public, if this were more feri- 
oujly confide red by thefe, in whom the appointment of Cor* 
flablcs is vefled. 

It two often happens, that in the nomination of perfons 
to this fervict at the Court Leet, or before the Magi/Irate 
Joint illiterate perfon, in a mojl dependant fituation, who 
has perhaps rendered himfelf obnoxious to the refentment 
of the parijhioners, is brought forward, accepted andfworn 
into this troublfome and invidious office ; others are ap¬ 
pointed to it in fucceffion ; theperfons who nominate them 
not c-mfidering whether they have any ability to fill it with 
*redit to themj'does, or benefit to the public. What wonder 9 

then, 
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then, if the laws loft their efficacy in fuch hands , and tlft 
tourfe of jfujlice is objlrutted . 

Complaints of this kind are heard from almofl every 
quarter; andthefociety for carrying his Majefly’s late Roy¬ 
al Proclamation into effect, has confidered this grievance 
as an objeCl well deferving its attention : and it has di¬ 
rected, that a plain abfirad of the duty of Conftables 
fhould be made public ; that fuck of them as are ready to 
plead ignorance for their excufe, may be better informed , 
and that the carelefs may be excited to a proper fence of 
their duty . 

Jf the eJffeEl of this publication fhould be*a more effeCluat 
prefervation of peace, decency, and good order in the com« 
munity, and a more vigorous enforcemewi of the laws■ 
thofe efpecially wherein the morals of the people are con¬ 
cerned, the fociety will fed itfelf amply recompenfed for the 
pains here taken, in a matter which appeared to it of 
very confiderablc importance to the general welfare ♦ 
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TO THE 

• ' IJ 

II I G II CONS T A B L E, 

AT TIME OF HIS APPOINTMENT* 

* Mr. 

Y OU have been duly elected, and this day hav« 
been fworn into the office of high conftable of the 
hundred in which you are appointed to aft; and it is pro¬ 
per that you ffiould be made acquainted with the na¬ 
ture and extent of your office, that you may neither 
think too lightly of it on the one hand, and fo be ne¬ 
gligent where much a&ivjty and vigilance are required; 
nor may, on the other hand, think too highly of your au¬ 
thority, and thereby be indeed to exercifc it beyond 
due bounds, and in an improper manner. It is necef- 
fary to give you this caution, becaufe fome perfons in¬ 
verted with your office, have faifely confidered them- 
felves as empowered to grant their licence for fuch pro¬ 
ceedings, as no Juflice of the Peace , duly aware of his 
duty, would feef himfelf authorized to grant: Hence 
an opinioh has prevailed, for which there is not the 
!lighteff ground, that under the permiffion of the high 
Conftab}e, booths may be ere&ed, mountebanks may 
eftablifh themfeives in towns, and ftrolling Comedians 
may open places for theatrical representations. It is to 
be hoped, Sir, that you have been better informed; or 
th at, if you have hitherto entertained fuch an ill foun¬ 
ded opinion, you will henceforth be allured, that no 
f^ch privileges as thefe,, which have been thus faifely 

* Tfie name of the High Conftablc is to be here in* 
hefted by the p'erfon who adminifters the oath. 

£ affumc^ 
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county*. And you ought to be told, that by the 
17 George ii. rel'pe&ing vagrants, you are liable to pay 
i>os. to be levied by one Juftice in your diviiion on 
your goods and chattels bydiftrefs, for refufmg or neg- 
leding to pay;to the petty conftable fuch reward on de- 
inand, andon his producing the proper vouchers, when 
allowed by a Juftic®. 

/ a It is true,; htfftfdtffer, that where you have not money 
in your hand, fufHcient to pay the expences of main¬ 
taining and conveying vagrants, &c. a fubfequent aft 
®f 26 George ii. directs, that the treafurer fhall pay the 
iame to the petty conftable* on his producing the cer¬ 
tificate, and fuch other vouchers as are required. 

^ rzcommcTided to the Juflices not ft 

appoint a publican to the office of High, or Petty Conjiable; 
oiumberlefs - inconveniences having been found to anfefrom 
fuch appointment. 

> 

€ 0 NS TAB LE't OATH. 

YOU Jhall well and truly ferve our Sovereign Lord\ 
$)ic King ,; (and the Lord, oj this Lett, iffevorn in a Court* 
JLeeij in the office of Conjiable , fTythingman or Headbo- 
joughj for the townjhip, fpariffi, hamlet , or precinttJ of 
for the year enfuing , according to the bejl cf 
tfourJKiU and knowledge : So help you Q 0 D, 
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DIRECTIONS 

TO THE 

PETTY CONSTABLES, &c. 

ON JESA'G SWORN INTO THEIll OFFTCEl 


A. B. 

B EING authorised to take upon you the office of a 
Con (table, Headborough, &c.‘ and haying iwora 

to difchargc it faithfully, according to the be ft of your 
(kill and knowledge, you are to confider yourieii, 
in all your conduct, while you remain in it, as acting 
under the obligation of a folemn oath. 

It is concluded, that you are duck &s tke law re¬ 
quires you to be, apt and lit for the execution of you^ 
otfice.—Now this fuppofes that you have honeftv to 
execute your office truly, without malice, ui-yttion* 
or partiality : that you have knowledge* iufficicnt to 
diredt you what you ought to do, when propei lyin- 
ftru&ed in the nature of your duty; and that you have 
ability, as well in iubftance or eftate, as in body, that 
you may attend uoon and execute your office diligent¬ 
ly, and not neglect your duty, either through want or 
bodily inability. 

This important office is very imperfettlv difeharged, 
and often very disgracefully ftegle&ed, when it falls 
into the hands of thofc who lucceed to it by rotation, 


* No one fhould ever bfc appointed to the office of 
Conftabie, who has not learnt to read** fo as to be ca¬ 
pable of underftanding the different. nature of the pa¬ 
pers put into his hands; and even they who can read, 
if it he with difficulty, would be much bench tted by 
having this traft read to them by fame intelligent 

neighbour. * 

B 3 without 
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without having -tile cjuali£catr6ns juft mentioned ; or 
who, in conlidcration of a trifling emolument, under¬ 
take what they are totally unable to perform. —But it 
is time to inform you, what is vour power and dutv, 
when once invefted with, your office. 

Your authority within your town, tything, borough, 
or village, is* in general,, the fame, with that of the 
iligh Conftable within his hundred or franchise. 

You are to keep the peace in the High Conftable’s 
abfence; and are to aflift him in making prefentments 
of whatever ought to he prefented at the Affizes 
and Quarter Seffior.s.—What thefe are,’you will fee, 
by referring yourlelf to the High Conftable’s charge, 
$agt n ; and by looking forward to the article Present¬ 
ment, No. 31. 

Y ou arc the immediate and proper officers to Juftices 
of the Peace; and.are bound,, as f'uch, to execute with 
Teadinefs and difpatch, and without difputing, all war¬ 
rants, lummonfes, and precepts, received by you from 
the magiftrates, where they have jurifdi&ion, and the 
warrants are lawful; or fuch as are lent to vou from - 
the High Conftable:of your diftrift : on failure here¬ 
in yoii may be indifted and fined. You are in general . 
topreferve the peace and. good order of your parifh or 
conftablewick, ,by every, means in your power; aiid 
when called upon either to quell or prevent any breach 
©f the peace, you tnuft immediately attend on the fpot, 
and life your utmoft diligence therein, and are punifh- 
able for neglebt. v;-.*v > ; 

You. may an eft anxl carry before a Juftice, any one 
that .obftra&si aoduiffotdUjyou in die due execution of 
your -office. _ _ __ 

If a by.riame, command¬ 
ing you to though you are not compellable 

to go out your parifh,, ytft you may, if you will; and 
fhall be ju {lifted by the warrant ^Qr executing it in any 
place m the county; buthf the warrant: be diretied to 
ali.conftajpies fufeigop.e rally, /the clonftabi.e of the parifh * 
wherein the offender is, may moil properly rexeci it© i 

it* , ' •: a 


If 
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If any perfon, againft whom you have a warrant, 
goes into another county, you muff not execute the war¬ 
rant there, until it is cndorled by a Juflice of that coun¬ 
ty; and to obtain fuch endorfement, you, or fome on® 
wkh you, muff fweav to the hand-writing of the Jul- 
tice who fir ft. granted the warrant. You mud then car¬ 
ry the offender before a Juttice of the lame county,* 
who willeither admit himtobail. or dirdftyyou to take * 
him back into your own county, as the,tafe may re¬ 
quire. Only be careful, if he be bailed,- that you bring ' 
away the recognizances with you. and forthwith de¬ 
liver them to the Clerk of the Peace of your own 

county... „ r 

You.mutt carefully preferve all warrants for your 
own j unification ; but you fhould alway&let the iufticc* 
know what has’been done in the execution ol them, 

[No. i.] Affrays. 

You are to command Affrayers to keep the peace 
and depart. — Cokes tflrfjt: ' 

You may break ihto a hohfe, where there is aju Affray, 
to keep the peace, ana may make frelh puduit, when 
neceffarv, into another county. 

'I he Law has armed you with great powers, as well 
for your atliftance, as for vour iafetv and protection. 
You may command alf perions to affift you, to prevent 
a breach of the peace :—You will be juftihed in repel- • 
ling fbree by force, if any one aifauhs you in the due 
ex cation of your office; though gentle means, unlefo 
in a cafe of nece fifty and fo* iclf-preiorvation, are by 
all means recommended. ' 

Any oppahtion to vou in the execution of your of¬ 
fice is ahvavs ieverely punifhed by the eour.s ; and in 
cafeof death, that which would beconOrued only man- 
fl^iighter ag4mft a common perlon, would, if commit¬ 
ted a iir ft you, be deemed wilful murder; and fo 
felicitous is government to maintain the aatfhbrity of 
ybur office, that a rnan was lately executed fur caulmg 
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tbc death of a con (fable, though forac very palliating 
circumftances appeared in his cafe, and very powerful 
inter ill was exerted in his favor. 

\ oa may, without a warrant, take into cuflody any 
who i. you have juft caufe to fuipeft of felony, or whoiu 
you ice breaking the peace, and may take them to a 
I lace of confinement, or keep them in your own houfe; 
c -*t you may not i n general arreft any one without a war¬ 
rant, for any offence Mot committed in yojr prefence, 
except felony; and when once in your cuftoiy, you 
fliOaid not diimiis the priiouer at your own diferetion. 

In general, it may be neccUary Co caution yon 
rot to detain any perion in cuflody longer than neceili- 
ty requires ; hut to carry him or her, as boon as conve¬ 
niently can be, before a Juflice, tobe dealt with actor- 
d g to law. 

if m an aifrav, any perfon be defperatcly wounded, 
you may an eft the offender, and carry him before a Jul- 
tice; and you may purlac Affrayers into any ether f r u n- 
chife or county ; but being there, you are only an a£- 
filUnt to the Conllabies of that county. 

[No. 2 .] Alehoufes. 

You are to execute warrants on perfons keeping Ale¬ 
houfes without licenfe, or licenled Alehoufe-keepers 
felling lefs than meafure *, not conniving at any irregu¬ 
larity or dif'order, through favor, interefl, or par¬ 
tiality.— i J. c. g. —n & 12 M. c. 15. 

You are frequently to vilh theie Alehoufes, at fuch 
times as it is proper that the doors fhuuid be fhut; viz. 
a little before divine lervice, and, it you have fufpici- 
ons, fometimes in the time of divine fervice ; and in an 
evening, about ten o’clock in thefummer, and nine in the 
winter; and at fuchhours, as the J offices of the diviiion 
fhall refpebtively order public houfes to be fhut up for the 
night :—You fhall fee thole rules and orders obferved* 
which the Jufticey have directed, for preferring peace 
and good order ia the faid houiefl: and you are to make 

a faithful 
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a.faithful report, when called upon, to the Juftices • 
always remembering the terms of your oath, to exe- 
cute your office truly. 

{No. 3.J Bakers. 

\ ou are to levy penalties, under the Juflice’s war¬ 
rant, on Bakers making or felling bread, • deficient ei¬ 
ther in weight or goodnefs : or any way offending a- 
gamfl thofe falutary laws, which have been made re- 
ipefting this effential article of fubfiftence: and you are 

to be carefuHo return the money, as’tlire&ed.u—go G. 2. 

*• 39 -*—*3 g - 3 • c. 62. 

{No. Baftards. 

• You are to apprehend the mothers of Ballard Chil¬ 
dren, that are likely to become chargeable to the parifh, 
when a warrant is obtained frorti a Magiftrate at the re- 
queft of the pariffi officers for that purpofe : And i'f^ 
having a warrant to apprehend the reputed father of a 
Ballard-Child, you wilfully ornegligently fuller him to 
efcape, you mav be bound over to the Seffions, and 
there indicted, fined, and imprifoned. 

[No. 5.] Bawdy-Houfes, 

You may, with a fearch warrant, and with alTiftamy;, 
enter Bawdy Iloufes to arreft perfons wi.b lewd difor- 
derly women ; and having found them, you ar^ to carry 
them before a Jullice, who 1 will bifid them over to their 
good behaviour. 

On notice given you in writing, by two inhabitants, 
paying Scot and Lot, that they axe rea 4 y to produce evi¬ 
dence againfl any perfon for keeping a Bawdy-Houfe, 
Gaming-iloufe, Sec. you are to attend them to a Juf- 
tice, who will bind both them and you to ptofecutei 

Xuch 
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fuch pcrfon with cffett ;—and you will be allowed aH 
reasonable expences of fuch profecution, to be paid by 
the overfeers of the poor ; and a reward of loi. each, 
will be moreover paid to the Said inhabitants.—25 G. 

2. c. 26. 

If you refufe to attend fuch inhabitants totlie Juftic?, 
you are liable to forfeit 20I, 

[No. 6.] Billetting. 

See SOLDIERS. 


[No. 7. ] Carriages for Soldiers. 

You are to provide Carriages on the marching of Sol¬ 
diers, having received orders from a Juftice of the 
Peace, and may demand is. per mile of the officers for 
a waggon, and yd. per mile for a cart ; not obliging 
any waggoner to carry above twenty hundred weight.. 

If you are at greater ex pence than is before allowed 
for providing Carriages, you are to be reimburied by 
the Treafurer of the county.—2 G. 3. c. 11. 

[No. 8.] Coroner. 

On receiving a precept from the Coroner for that 
purpofe, you are, with the affiftanceof the conftables in 
the neighbouring townfhips, to return a competent 
number of good and lawful men of your townfhips, to 
appear before him in fuch a place, and to make an in- 
quifition touching the matter, on which the Coroner 
hath had notice to attend,—4 E. i.ft. t. 

[No. 
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INo. g. ] Courts of Seffion and 
Aflize. 

It is a confiderable part of your duty, under the di- 
reclions of the high conftable or bailift of the hundred, 
K> preferve quietnefs, order, and decency, in the 
Courts of Juftice, where you are required to attend for 
that very purpofe. Your negligence herein occalions a 
great obftruCttion to the proceedings of the court; and 
you are liable to be poinifhed for your inattention to 
your duty, at the diferetion of the fudges or Magif- 
trates who preiide there. ° 

[No. 10. ] 

Cuftoms. 

You are to be afii.fting to all perfons appointed by the 
King for the colle&inj and management oT the Cuftoms, 
and to. perfons who have a warrant to make fearch for 
goods, that have not paid the proper duties ; for which 
purpofe you may enter into any houfc in the day-time, 
and if refilled may break open doors, having demanded 
entrance in the King’s- name as a conftable ; but you will 
remember, that you may be made refponlible' for what 
you (hall have done on this occafion. You may take 
up perfons lurking about the fca coaft, and fufpe&ed 
of being concerned in fmtaggKng goods, and carry them 
berore a Juftice, to he lent to the houfe of cofregion 
«if he thinks it neceflary.—9 G. 2. c . 35 

[No. 11.] Deferters. 

_ You are empowered to take up any perfon fiifpeftcd 
of Defertion, and to bring him before a Juftice ; and 
will be entitled to 20s. reward for apprehending him, 
if the jufpicion prove true; to be paid by the collc&or 
of the land-tax, on warrant from a Tuftice,-—2 G. q 
.c, fy 3. c. B, d 


N. B, You 
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N, B. You may caufe it to be known, that any per- 
fon harbouring, concealing, or aflifling a Deferter, 
forfeits 5I. , '• > , / 

[No. 12.] Diftillers. 

- •. j I 

You are to be affi fling the officers of excife in enter* 
ing the lioufes of Diftillers, ful'pe&ed of uiing unlawful 
{fills, or of being guilty of any illegal pradices.—3 & 4 
W % & M. c. 15.—10 {? 11 W. 3. c. 4- . 

[No. 13.] Diftrefs 

In taking Diftreftes, you are to affift the landlord, 
orperfon di 1 training, for rent; and may caufe the goods 
to be apprailed, and laic made, if fatisfaftron be not 
given for the fame in five days. 2 IV. & M.f. 2. c. 5, 

In all cafes of Diftrefs and fale, by virtue of a war¬ 
rant from a juftice of the Peace, you are carefully to a- 
void any wanton improper exercile of your own autho¬ 
rity* •, you are to have as tender a regard to the property 
Of your neighbour as poffible ; that it may not be carle Il¬ 
ly or mifcnievoufly abufed, nor fold for leiS than its 
**eal value. 

You arc to caufe the goods to be appraifed, according 
to the beft: fkill and undemanding of the appraiser, and 
afterwards fell the fame.for the bell price that can be 
got, referving the t overplus for the ufe of the owner, 
and paying the lame into his or her hands. 


* There is need of this caution, becuafe it has been 
frequently known, that the Conftable, either, being a 
friend to the landlord or creditor, or being himfelf an 
intercfled party, has, byhis own authority made a for¬ 
cible entry on the premifes, made his own eftimate of 
the value of -the goods found thereon,’and fold them •* 
at his own time, and at his own price, to the utter 
ruin gf thg helplefs debtor/ 

- £No. 14.] 
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[No. M'] Drunkennefs. 

It is your duty to do all that is in your power to dif- 
coura®e the ruinous vice of Drunkennefs within your 
uariih. Indeed, all Conftables, Church-wardens, 
Aleconners, andSidefmen, are engaged to prefent this 
offence, and alfo all unlawful loitering at a public houlc 
for the purpofe of tippling and drinking. 

[No. 15.] Ele&ions. 

At any Eleftion Poll, where you are required to at¬ 
tend. you are to do all in your power to preferve peace 
and good order in the conduct of the poll ; you are, 
without any partiality, alike to affi ft all perfons going to 
•pollforeither candidate; andalfo ufeyourutmoft endea¬ 
vours to aflift and fecure their return from the Huttings, 


[No. 16.] Efcape. 


Your permitting a felon to efcape before lie is arreft- 
ed is a mifdemeanor, for which you may be inditted 
and fined. But if he be actually taken and in cuftody, 
and you voluntarily i'uffer him to efcape, or to kill and 
deftroy himfelf, it is felony in you : but if the Efcape 
is bv negligence, or involuntary, or if the. felon deftroy 
himfelf unawares to you, you are only fuDjeft to a fine ; 
yet that fine may be fuch, as you may wifh1 you had 
had the prudence to endeavour to avoid.— Dalton. it> 


You may purfue an offender making an Efcap e ln - 
to another county, arid bring him hack to the Juftice of 
the Peace. If any perfon aids a prifoner to elcape from 
your cuftody, when you are condufting him to un¬ 
ion. by virtue of a warrant of commitment for trcaion 
or felony, he his guilty of felony, and liable to be tram- 
ported for feven years. 

C [No. 17.J 
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fNo. 17.] Excife. 

You will be often called upon, and mull always bo 
ready, to give your afliftance to the officers of excife 
who can only in the day-time, without your prefence 
enter the premifes of fulpefted offenders; for the difco- 
very of frauds: If a door is to be broke open, and entry 

;°o» t & 

[No. 18.] Executions. 

JS? m , a V Xpea ‘° be o^afronally called forth to at- 
tend the laff moments of expiring Criminals: On all 
futh occafions, you are to ufe your utmoft endeavour 
to keep up the folemmty of that aweful fcene. You ire 
to endeavour to lupprefs all indecent bchavour m the 
jpectators, who are but too apt to confider as a holiday. 

world, What lS realIy the molt ferious exibition in the 

[No. 19 .j Felony. 

You may put a felon in the ftocks, and lock him in j 
or you may put irons on him, or pinion him. if you fee 
l ? prevent an clcape, when about tb carry 
him before a Juftice, or to gaol.—27 E. c. to. J 
Where a felony has been committed, you cannot dif- 
cnarge a perlon arrefted on fufpkion of felony : It be- 
mg a principal part of your duty to apprehend felons, 
you may call other perfons to your aid, and carry fuf- 

amfned Per ° nS 3 J ulUcC ofthe Pea ceto be ex- 

You may fearch houfes, in which it is fufpefted that 
iclons are concealed, or goods ftolcn ; but it will be for 

you r 
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your greater fecurlty to aft. herein under a Juftice’s 
warrant. 

If felons or murderers be in your town or village, 
and you have notice of it, you are to command afliftance 
and apprehend them ; and afterward, it is your duty 
to fee them conveyed to gaol. 

If a felon abfeonds, you are to feize and make an in¬ 
ventory of his goods ; you are alfo to raife hue and cry 
after him, and give notice to the next conftable, &c* 
And if he is apprehended in another county, he muftbe 
carried before a Juftice of that county wherein he is ta¬ 
ken, and committed to gaol there, and not in the coun* 
ty where the faft was done, 

[Noi 20.] Fires. 

Such of you as are conftables in large towns, it is but 
too probable may be called upon to aftift at fires, in order 
to prevent the depredations, that are moft inhumanly 
committed in fuch feafons of diftrefs : Your aftivity 
and watchfulnefs on fuch occalions, as well as your 
afliftance in putting out the fire, and caufing the people 
to work, will be very praife-worthy, and will not be 
unrewarded : your negligence, and much more 
your connivance at any aft of plunder, would be unpar¬ 
donable. 

[No. 2i.] Forcible Entry. 

When houfes and lands are entered into by violence, 
and detained by force, and you are called upon to aflift 
the Juftices in removing the force, or in carrying the 
offenders to goal ; if you refufe, you*may be yourfelf 
committed and fined.—15 R. 2. c. 2. 

[No. 22 ] Game. 

You may carry higlers, innkeepers, &c. before a 
Juftice* having in their cuftody hares, pheafants. par-* 
C 2 tridges. 
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fridges, or other game contrary to law ; or perfons who 
lliall buy or loll any fuch game. —5 A. c. 14._o C. 

C. 11. 

You may carry any perfon, not qualified, before a 
Jufticc, for keeping greyhounds, fetting dogs, &c. 

[No ,3 ] 

Gaming-Houfes. 

You are to give notice to the high conftable, that he 
may lay before the Magiftrates at their general licenfinA 
an account of all publicans who fuffer (kittles, nine- 
pins, or unlawful games to be ufed in their premifes ; 
and you are to be ready, when called upon by two in¬ 
habitants, to profecute Gaming-Houfes, according to 
the ftatute 25 G. ii. c. 36. recited in No, 5. § 2. 

[No. 24 ] Gaol. 

You may, by warrant, fell the-offender’s goods to 
defray the charge of carrying him to Gaol.— 3 7.c. to. 
4 Ed.'ni. c. 10. 

If the Gaoler refufes to receive a felon, or one fuf- 
pe&ed of felony, you may fecure the prifoner in your 
own houfe, or carry him back to the town where ap¬ 
prehended ; and the town {hall be chargeable for the 
keeping of him till the next gaol delivery, when the 
gaoler fhall be punilhed. 

[No. 25 .] Hawkers, See. 

You are to adid: in putting the laws in execution 
againft Hawkers and Pedlars travelling without licence, 
on pain of forfeiting 40 s. for your negleft herein. 

[No. 26.] Hedgebreakers. 

You are, for the firli offence, which will be expref- 

ied 
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fed in the warrant, to whip perfons conviaed of Hedge- 
Ireakinp, robbing of orchards, Sec. when committed 
toyou^by warrant from a Juftice for that purpofe ; 
which if you negleft to do, the Julticq may commit you 
without bail, till the offender is whipped.. \ou may 
apprehend perfons having in their potfeilion bundles 
of wood, poles, rails, polls, See . fufpetted to be ftolcn ; 
and you are the rather required to be Uriel in your du¬ 
ty in this matter, becaufe though IVood-/haling may ap¬ 
pear to be a trifling offence, it is. not only very inju¬ 
rious to private property, but is an introduction to 
other great: acts of diflionelly, and leads to the mo ft w 
ferious and alarmingconfequqnces.—43 Eliz, c. 7. 

[No. 27.] Highways. 

You are to return lifts of perfons nominated at the 
veltrv for furveyors; of the Highways^ within three 
days after the meeting, to fome Juftice in the diviffon, 
to be infpeCted by him previous to the fpecial le : lions, 
to be held yearly in the week next after the Micnael- 
mas general Quarter Setlions.—13 G. iii. c. 78* 

[No. 28.] H ue and Cry. 

You may raife a Hut and Cry for the purfuing and 
apprehending of an offender where a felony is commit¬ 
ted, and he flies for the fame ; this is commonly made, 
where a robbery has been committed on the highway. 
~3 E. c. 1.—27 Eliz. c. 13. 

On the felon's being delcrbed, and information be- 
ing given you which way he is gone, you are to call 
upon the parifhoners to ailift you in the purfuit in 
your precinft: and if the offender be not there, you 
are to give notice to the next conitable, and fo on. 
The find conitable to take an inventory of the ielon r s 
soods, in the prefence of his neighbours 

C3 [No. 
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[No. 29.] Jurors. 

At Michaelmas feffions, yearly, you are to deliver 
Tn, in open Court, (if not done by the conftablcs of the 
hundred; a true lift in witting, containing the names 
and places of abode (with their titles and additions) of 
ail perlons witliin our conftablewick between 21 and 
70 qualified to ferve on Juries, by having in their own 
names, or in truft for them, within the fame county 
w icre the lffue is to be tried, 1 o L a year of freehold or 
copyhokl lands, or 20/. a year leafehold. This lift you 
muft firft take to a Juftice of Peace, unfigned; you 
mult hgn or fubfenbe it in his prefence; and muft fwear 

V h a u' L f ' ° f , U beforc him 5 whi ch the Juftice muft 
at Celt, before it be produced in open Court, and a copy 

lt: > TOU are to P ut U P againft die church door.—7 ££ 8 
h. 3. c. 32. ' 

[No 30.] Land-Tax. 


'i ou are, if required, to affift in gathering the Land- 
1 ax ; and where payment is refufed, by warrant from 
commiffioners, to take diftrefs ; and in the day-time 

you may juftify breaking open houfes to diftrain goods! 
2 G. ill. c. 3. & 


[No. 31.] Malt. 

You may be called upon to attend and affift the re- 
venuc officers, in certain cafes refpeaing the duties on 
Malt ; when they have reafonable. ground to fufueft 
that there are any fraudulent praftices refpeaing the 
making or mixing of the fame.—2 & 3 E. 6. c. 10 


[No. 32.] Meafures & Weights. 

Your duty is to affift Aleconners, Sidefmen, &c. 

in 
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in making frequent and diligent enquiries concerning 
the ufe of lawful MeafUrcs and Weights ; of the former 
in public houfes, and of both in the feveral (hops with¬ 
in your parifh.—8 II vi. c. 5.—11 H. vii. c. 4. 

No. 33.] Militia. 

You, with the High Conftable and all other Peace-¬ 
officers, fliall be aiding and abiding to his Majefty’s 
Lieutenants, and their deputy Lieutenants and Juflices 
to the utmoft of their power in the execution of all a&s 
relating to the Militia. —26 G . iii. c. 107. 

You are to return ju(l-and true lifts of perfons liable 
to ferve in the Militia , which, when drawn out, you 
are to ftick up againft the door of you pariih-church, 
and you may be punifhed by fine and imprifonment for 
any negle£l or fraud, or wilful partiallity therein. 

[No. 34.j Night-Walkers. 

You are authorized by the common law to take up 
Night-Walkers of ill fame, and to carry them before a* 
Juftice of the Peace, who may bind them to good be¬ 
haviour : but it has been held, that they muft be found 
by you in fome refped or other guilty of a breach of 
the peace, or in fome unlawful ad. 5 E. 3. c. 14. 

[No. 35.] Pillory. 

When you are called upon to give your affiftance 
and preferve the peace, while an offender is (landing 
on the Pillory , you are to do your utmoft to prevent* 
any outrage from taking place ; you are not to connive 
at perfons wounding and abufing fuch offender; the 
puni(hmerit of the Pillory being a piinifiiment of great 
and lading infamy, and not of perfonai differing. 
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[No. 36.] Players- 

You may take up as vagrants, all common Players 
ofinteriud.es, jugglers, &c. wandering about your pa- 
rifh, and performing entertainments of the fltage with¬ 
out licence. Your diligence herein will entitle you to 
the approbation of every friend to good order, and 
cfpeciediy thole that wifh well ;o the lower orders of 
the people. 17 G, 2. r. 5. 

[No 37] Prefentment. 

You are required to make Prefentment on oath at the 
Quarter Seffions and Ailizes of all things within your 
knowledge againff the Peace : as affrays, drunkennefs, 
gaming-houfes, felonies, foreftallers, (fee p. t2.)nuifan- 
ces, difturbers of the Peace, falfe weights and meafures, 
refcues, See. \ on are to make your enquiry and pre¬ 
fentment, make your returns, and prefent them to a 
Juftice to lign, ancl then carry them to the High Con¬ 
stable, who makes oath that he received them from th# 
jetty Conflable. 

The form of the prefentment mull be of this fort: 

The prefentment of A. B. conftable of 
in the county of made at the 

general Quarter Seflions of the Peace, held for the (aid 
county the day of in 

the year 

The faid A. B. fays, and prefents upon his oath that 
C. D. of the parifh of in the 

county of aforefaid, does at this 

time keep, and has for the fpace of one month pafi 
kept, an unlawful gaming-houfe in the parifh of 

viz. He has permitted lervants 
apprentices, and labourers, to plav at cards, dice, and 
other games prohibited bv law, to the great encourage* 
ment of vice, and difturbancc of the neighbourhood 
there. 

Th* 


J 
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The fa*d A. R. likewise prefents upon his oath, that 
F.F. of the faid parifh of 

has lately carried out offenfive materials, and filth, into 
the highways, which are a common nuiiance to the pa- 
rifh, and ah annoyance to travellers. 

The laid A. B. alio prefents G. II. to be a common dil- 
turber of the peace. To this you may add the prefer¬ 
ment of any notorious offence within your cogni- 
zauce. 

[No. 38.] Riot. 

You are to fupprefs all Riots, and you may by your 
own authority commit Rioters at leall till you caniafc-, 
ly convey them to a Juffice.—i G ii. c . 2 .—5.^* r \5* 

If twelve or more perfons unlawfully and riotduily af- 
femblc, a Juflice, Sheriff, Mayor, or other head-of¬ 
ficer of any town corporate, on notice of fuch aileinbly, 
fh all come as near them as he can with fafety, and make 
the following proclamation : 

Our Sovereign Lord the King charges and commands 
cil perjuns ajfembled, immediately to dijperfe themfelves , 
and peaceably depart to their habitations, or lawful buft - 
riefs, o.n pain of imfrifojrment, or the penalties in flitted 
by the atl made in the jirfl year of the reign of King George 
/for preventing tumults and riotous ajjemblies. 

If within an hour after this proclamation is made, the 
rioters do not difperfe ; or if they hinder the proclama¬ 
tion, or him who makes it, it is felony without bene¬ 
fit of clergy ; and you with proper afiiilance may leizc 
and carry them before a Juflicc, 

[No. 39] Robbery. 

If a Robbery on the highway is committed, and dama¬ 
ges have been recovered again ft the hundred, andata^ 

u 
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is fet by two Juflices on the hundred, your duty is t* 
levy the fame within your parifh, within 30 days af¬ 
ter the order for levying it is received.—27 £. c, 13. 


(No. 40.) Soldiers. 


Your duty is to billet or quarter Officers and Soldiers 
in inns, alehoufes, livery flables, and all houfes felling 
brandy, flrong waters, cyder, See. by retail, and no 
other. You are to do your duty herein according to 
your be ft judgement without partiality, and without any 
unneceflary delay. You are to take no reward to ex- 
cufe any perfon, under a penalty of 40s. or not lefs then 
10s. ; and perfons liable to be quartered upon, and rc- 
fufing, are liable to pay § 1 , or not lefs then 40*.—-4 
iii. c. 3. 


[No. 41.] Summons. 

See WARRANT. 



You, as well as other parifh officers, are to take care, 
as much as in you lies, that the Sabbath be not pro¬ 
faned. You with the Church-Wardens, are to levy 
the penalties, as dire&ed by the magiflrate, on fiich as 
life paflimes, games or plays, on a Sunday ; to be ap¬ 
plied to the ufe of the poor; or to take care that the 
offenders be fet in the (locks at the Juflices'* dderation* 
•— 1 Car. c. 29 Car. ii. c . 7. 

You, as well as the Church-Wardens, are to give 
information to the Magi (Irate, of all drovers with cat¬ 
tle travelling through your parifh, and all drivers of 
f\age-waggons, and all perfons exercifing their trades 
©n the Lerd’s Day x You are to fee that the (hops be 
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'not opened, nor any worldly calling purfued on the 
Sabbath, except works of neceffity and charity. You 
are further to carry into effca fuch orders and regula¬ 
tions of Juftices, as fhall from time to time be made 
within their jurifdiaion, for the better keeping the 
Sabbath Day Holy. & 

You may apprehend and carry before a Juftice, per¬ 
rons, who difturba minifter in his preaching, praying 
or adminiftering the facrament. *’ 

(No. 43.) Swearing. 

This vice, which is a f'candal to a chriftian country 
a due exertion of your office might prove the means of 
check ing, and by degrees that reformation may be pro¬ 
duced by the fear of punifhment, which the commands 
of the Supreme Being, alas! are too weak to effeft.' 
One caution, however, you are to obferve: If any 
perfon, unknown to you, fwears in your heaping, you 
are to lay hold on the olfender, and carry him before' 
a Magiftrate, that on your oath he may be conviaed ; 
if he be known to you, you are to give information to 
the Magiftrate, that the offender may be fummoned and 
convi&ed.—19 G. ii. r. 21. 

If you negleft to perform your duty herein, you 
forfeit 40X. 

(No. 44.) Tithes. 

, By warrant from two Juftices, you are to levy fums 
due tor the payment of /mall Tithes, by diftrefs and 
fale of the goods and chattels, of the perfon refuting 
to make fuch payments, with cofts, to the amount 
of 10s. 

(No. 45.) Vagrants. 

You are to apprehend Vagrants of every defeription, 

fo 
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fomifchievous and dangerous to fociety and carry them 
before a Juftice.—If directed by him to whip them, 
before you convey them either towards, or to the place of 
their legal fettlement, you are to do your duty herein, 
efl'e&ually, without either mercilefs icverity, or ridi¬ 
culous lenity.—17 G. ii. c. 5. 

Vagrancy is an offence, too big with mifchief to be 
treated with indifference :—Your duty, therefore is 
to give fuch as are convitted of it, due corre&ion, if 
they are not lent to the Houfe of Corre&ion; and then 
to convey them, if their fettlement is in another coun¬ 
ty, to the fuff diftri& or town in the next county; de¬ 
liver them to the conftable, and take his receipt, as a 
certificate of your due performance of your fervice here¬ 
in, and as the ground of your demand ot the reward 
'from the High Conftable, tor apprehending and con¬ 
veying them. Bv vagrants, who are of a ver y numer¬ 
ous tribe, you will underhand, in general, fuch as lie 
in barns, and out-houfes, or in the open air, without 
employment ; fuch as are found wandering and beg¬ 
ging without any apparent endeavours to gain an honed 
livelihood by uieful labour. 

You are required to keep a watchful eye upon thefe* 
and all ftrangers of fufpicious appearance drolling about, 
efpecially at unfeafonable hours in the night, andrefufing 
or unable to give a good account of themfelves; and it 
is your duty to give in formation of all perfons harbouring 
Vagrants, that they may be convi&ed of fuch offence* 

S our differing a 'Vagrant) whom you have in charge, 
under a pafs-warrant, to efcape, fubje&s you to a 
penalty* of 20 L t 

(No. 46.) Warrant. 

You are carefully to diftinguifh betwixt a Warrant and 
a Summons , becaufe your duty is very different in the 
different cafes.—When a Summons is delivered to you, 

'This efcape fo frequently liappens, that the atten¬ 
tion of the Magi ft rates to this renal claufe of the ftatute 
would be found of great fervice the public* 


you 
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you have done your duty, if you have made the content® 
known to the party, againft whom it is granted, and 
have attended yourfelf at the time and place fet forth in 
the fuminons, to acquaint the J uftice of the Peace, who 
granted it, what you have done refpeCting it. it is n> 
ceffary that you fhould always attend the Juitice at the* 
time appointed by him in the firtnmons ; as in many in- 
Itances, when the party does not appear, your evidence 
that the fummons was duly made, enables the Juftice to 
proceed in the fame manner a* if the party had perfon- 
ally appeared. 

When you have a Warrant to execute, the cafe is o- 
tlierwife.—You are then, without delay, to appre¬ 
hend and bring the offender before the Juftice, who 
granted it, if it be fpecially mentioned ; or otherwifo 
before fome other Juftice of the county*, at your own, 
diferetion ; to hold him in cuftody till he is aijeharged 
from your care, by an immediate acquittal before tho 
Magistrate, «r till you {hall have delivered him into 
cuftody of the gaoler, there to be fafely detained, till 
he is releafed from thence by due courfe of the law. 

It may be fat is factory to you to be informed, thaC 
you are required every three months, and within 14 
days after you go out of your office, to deliver to the 
overfeers cf the poor of the parifh or prccin£t, a juft: 
account in writing, fairly entered in a book to be kept 
for that purpofe, and iigned by you, of all fums expend¬ 
ed by you on account of the parifh, in all cafes not other- 
wife provided for by law; and alfo of all fums received 
by you on account of the pariftiPhe balance of 
your account, if allowed, fhall be paid you by the over- 
leers, within 14 days after delivery ; but if difallowed, 
and delived back to you, you may, on giving reason¬ 
able notice to the overleers, produce the book before a 
Juftice, who fhall examine the fame, and hear objefti- 

* Though this power is given to the Conftable : yet 
he is not to indulge his own humour in the choice of a 
Magistrate in adiftant fituation, to the great inconveni¬ 
ence of the parties concerned. 





I 34 ) 

©ns, and fettle the fum, which to him (hall appear due, 
which being entered and figned by his name,, the over- 
feers (hall pay; but the overfeers, if agrieved, may ap¬ 
peal to the next general or quarter feflions. 


CONCLUSION. 

Having now laid before you the mod eflentral parts 
©Fyour duty, and the bed method of executing it, it re¬ 
mains that I earneflly exhort you almoft in the very words 
of a late refpc&able Magiftrate, ftriftly to attend to 
thefe mdrudions in every particular. To this you are 
bound by your oath, and by every tie of common 
prudence. The fafety of your neighbours, the confi¬ 
dence placed in you by the laws of your country; and 
above all confcience towards God, unite in requiring 
it at your hands If a robbery or murder (hould be the 
confcquence of your ncglcft, or even disorders of a 
ltfs alarming nature. Can you hope to be foi given by 
God or men? Can you ever forgive yourlelves lor 
abufine the truft repofed in you, or for not having 
made the heft ufe of the power with -which you have 
been invefted by the laws of the land ? Put this quel* 
tion frequently to yourlelves, and it will certainly 
roufe you to an a&ive difeharge of your duty. Indeed, 
fHf-intereft, to which none of us are apt to be mat ten* 
five, will make you refolve on doing your utmoit ior 
the public good. Foi if you vigoroufly execute the laws 
during your time, though it (hould be only for a > ear 
or two, you will leave a much eafier talk to your fuc- 
ceflors, who will not only be better enabled, but ftrong- 

ly encouraged to follow your good example; and thus, 

in a ihort time, every man, and yourfelves ameng the 
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reft, tnay go about your bufinefs, or betake your- 
felves :o your repofe in perfedl fecurity. £cfides, your 
good conduft will give dignity to your office while you 
hold it, and procure you the lulling refpetl of all good 
men. 

I entreat you therefore, as you regard the peace and 
fafety, the lives and properties of your fellow-fubje&s,. 
as you reverence the laws of your country, as you wifli 
to live refpe&ed, and when you die to meet with that 
folernn approbation, Well done goad andfaithful fervant^ 
I befeech you to be diligent, aaive, andhonefi, in the 
difeharge of your duty. 

Your negligence cannot now take refuge under the 
ptea of ignorance, i have plainly laid before you what 
is required and expe&ed from you. If you will not 
do it, the fliame and the guilt, together with the pe¬ 
nalties of the laws,, will be upon your own head. 


F I N I S, 


